
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Built:  1888-90    Current Owner:  Donna Lewis 
Built By: Victoria Harbor Lumber Company Present Use:  Dwelling  
Structure: Frame house    Original Use:  Company House 
Exterior Wall: Vinyl siding    Address:  120 William St. 
Style:  ‘Salt Box’ 
 
 
Architectural: 
 
This home is one of the company houses built in Victoria Harbour by John Waldie and the Victoria 
Harbour Lumber Company in the late 1880s. While an exact date of construction could not be 
determined, it is likely this home was built along with other lumber company houses between 1888-1890.  
Like the other company houses, this building was constructed in the ‘salt box’ style. The style is very 
simplistic, conisting of box-like structures with few windows, as depicted by this house.   
 
Due to its age, it is not surprising that this home was undergone some renovations since its construction. 
The exterior of the home, which was likely originally covered with local lumber, has been covered with 
modern vinyl siding.  The roof has been redone with asphalt shingles, while a small enclosed porch has 
been added to the front of the building (Fig. 2). An addition has been made along the side of the house 
which also includes a deck (Fig. 1). The front windows appear to be original (Fig. 3), however the trim has 
been replaced and storm windows have been added to them. 
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Figure 1: View of the addition and deck at the rear of the building. Figure 2: The enclosed porch that serves as the entrance. 

 

 
 
 
 



Figure 3: The original window, with its 
new storm window installed over top. 

 

Figure 4: This archival photo appears to be  one of the company houses 
on William Street, most likely 120 William St. The window pictured 
resembles the original windows at this address. 

 
 

 
 
Historical: 
 
The company houses built by the Victoria Harbour Lumber Company in the late nineteenth century were 
constructed in the ‘salt-box’ style common to lumber companies, including those in Tay Township. The 
company houses, including this building, were originally painted in bright yellow and white, the company 
colours for the Victoria Harbour Lumber Company which earned the town its nickname “Canary Town”. 
The houses were built by the owner of the lumber company, John Waldie, in hopes of attracting workers 
and their families from Quebec. The homes were rented to workers for between four and six dollars per 
month until the lumber company closed at which point residents were offered the opportunity to purchase 
the homes. 
 
 
 
Previous Owners:  Date:  Sources:   Location: 
 
Richard Power    1876  Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Victoria Harbor Lumber Co. 1886  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
John Bourrie   1929 (August) Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
Minnie Ball   1929 (October) 
Alice Langan   1931 
Alice & Ernest Henderson 1943 
Alice Henderson  1971 
John Langman   1974 
Robert & Jenny St. Amand 1978 
Donna Lewis   1999 
Wilfred & Jessica Legault 2003 
Jessica Legault   2007 
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