
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
 
Built:  1639 (reconstructed 1947-1964) Current Owner:  Jesuit Fathers of Upper Canada 
Built By: Jesuit missionaries (originally) Present Use:  Tourist Attraction/Museum 
Structure: Fortified mission  Original Use:  Jesuit mission central station 
Exterior Wall: Wood and stone  Address:  16164 Highway 12 
Style:   Self-sustained colony 
 
Architectural: 
 
The site of Sainte-Marie Among the Hurons as it stands today is a reconstruction of the Jesuit mission 
site constructed in 1639. The majority of the mission was constructed of un-machined lumber, like the 
wood used in the original mission would have been.  The site features a palisade of sharpened logs (fig. 
1) surrounds the grounds of the mission, with the exception of the bastions at front of the mission. The 
establishment covered a large area of land, containing within the palisades all of the necessities for a self-
sufficient community. 
 
Among the buildings were the bastions, which served as a lookout and provided a wide view of the area 
and of the crops grown just outside the palisade walls.  Other buildings included a cookhouse (fig. 2) 
where all of the meals were prepared, the blacksmith shop (fig 3.), a church and as well as a chapel. The 
mission also featured two longhouses, one segregated for non-Christian visitors to the mission, and one 
for Christian Wendats. 
  
The reconstructed mission features all of the buildings that were found as part of the original mission, 
constructed in much the same manner as Jesuits would have used to construct the first buildings in 1639. 
 
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
             
              

Figure 2: A view of the cookhouse interior 
where all of the meals were served. 

Figure 3: The interior of the blacksmith 
shop found on the site. 

Figure 1: A view of the sharpened logs 
that make up the palisade walls. 
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Historical: 
 
The foundations for the Jesuit missions in Huronia with French explorer Samuel de Champlain and 
Recollet Father, Joseph Le Caron arrived in the area in 1623, however the Jesuits did not become 
involved in Huronia until 1626 when Fr. Jean de Brebuef arrived.  
 
By 1639, Jesuit missionaries had constructed a fortified village as a headquarters for their new mission, 
and called their new base “Sainte-Marie Among the Hurons”. The mission operated until 1649 when 
existing tensions between the Wendat and Iroquois bands exploded into violent attacks. The attacks lead 
the Jesuits to cancel their efforts at Saint-Marie and burn their base to the ground to prevent the attacking 
Iroquois from using the village as a base from which to attack the Wendat. The fleeing Wendat and Jesuit 
missionaries headed toward Quebec; however several missionaries were martyred by the Iroquois.  
 
Following the burning of Sainte-Marie little was done in Huronia for three hundred years. After the near 
end of the Jesuit society and a sudden renewed interest in missionary work, an interested grew once 
again for the events that had taken place in Huronia. A military establishment in the early 19th century 
sparsely populated the area and by the end of the colonization wars, the Jesuits had turned once again to 
Sainte-Marie to survey the area and eventually perform an excavation.  
 
The process of reacquiring the land that had once been theirs was long and arduous for the Jesuits. The 
land was not returned to the group until March 19, 1940 when the Taylor family sold the last piece of land 
back to the Jesuits for $6,000. In June 1941, the excavation of Sainte-Marie family began. The simple 
excavation of the site of Sainte-Marie made it a tourist attraction long before the decision to reconstruct 
the village. 
 
Currently, the site has been reconstructed to feature the original buildings as they would have been 
constructed by the Jesuits in 1639. Despite a fire which damaged the reconstructed chapel and 
blacksmith shop in 2007, the site continues to operate as one of Ontario’s premier historic attractions. 
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A wigwam found on the site, where Wendat visitors would have 
stayed. 

A view of the exterior of the chapel found on the site. To the right 
of the chapel was is the cookhouse 

 
Previous Owners:  Date:  Sources:   Location: 
 
William Simpson  1841  Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Rev. Jean Baptiste  1845  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
Rev. Peter Point  1847  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
Rev. Alphonse Beaudin  1879  Province of Ontario 
Louis Shawl   1897  Ministry of Tourism 
John Standen   1921  Huronia Historical Parks 
Jesuit Fathers of Upper Can. 1925  “After the Fire” by Paul Delaney and Andrew Nichols 
 


