
Built:  1912     Current Owner:  2041819 Ontario Inc. 
Built By: Unknown    Present Use:  Apartments  
Structure:         Frame building    Original Use:  Business/Apartments 
Exterior Wall: Aluminum/wood siding   Address:  326 Talbot St.  
Style:     Boomtown Commercial  
 
 
Architectural: 
 
This building was constructed in 1912 in the ‘boomtown commercial’ style, which features a flat roof and 
large front windows. The building initially served as a pool hall with apartments above on the second floor. 
An interior inspection could not be arranged, however it is likely renovations have taken place convert the 
bottom portion originally used for business purposes into apartments. 
 
The exterior façade has been covered with aluminum siding, however the sides of the building still feature 
wood siding, which is likely original (Fig. 1). Also, the brick along the bottom of the façade appears to be 
original (Fig. 2), as does the window trim (Fig. 3).  There has been a one-storey addition to the rear of the 
building with a porch on top of it (Fig. 4) that appears to be several years old. The front windows of the 
building, original or modern, have since been boarded up likely due to damage and age.  
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Figure 1: Vinyl siding on the façade and 
wood on the side . 

 
 

Figure 2: Brick along the bottom of the 
façade. 

 

Figure 3: Detail of the window trim. 

 
 
 



 
Historical: 
 
Prominent owners of his property include Mr. John Eplett 
and Mr. Isaac Wardell, both of whom involved in politics 
in Tay Township. Eplett was the Deputy Reeve of Tay 
Township from 1893-1894 before serving as Reeve from 
1895-1896. Eplett continued his political career as an 
auditor until 1909 when he retired from politics. Wardell 
on the other hand served as the first Reeve of Port 
McNicoll 

Figure 4: Addition at the rear of the building. 

 
As the building was not constructed until 1912, it is clear 
that this building did not exist while either Eplett or 
Wardell owned the property.  The building was 
constructed by Joseph Connelly, who ran the pool hall 
for several years.  In the early days, he also had a 
barbershop in the building, as well as one or two 
apartments on the second floor. One interesting fact 
about the pool hall was that the business was open to 
men only, women were not permitted into the hall.  
 
As well as the pool hall, Connelly was involved in several 
other Port McNicoll businesses, temporarily operating 
the Canadian Pacific Railway Hotel and held the contract 
for hauling the mail.  
 
The building was converted completely into apartments 
rather than an apartment and business, in the 1980s. 
 
 
 

Previous Owners:  Date:  Sources:   Location: 
 
William D. Ardagh    Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Richard Power   1876  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
John Ney   1882  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
John Eplett & Isaac Wardell 1908 
Walter Von de Hyde Rynsch 1910 (April) 
Thomas Nottingham  1910 (May) 
Joseph Connelly  1910 (October) 
Nelson Bourrie   1977 
Norman Willet & Ida Ward 1987 
Gregory Shiderman  1988 
2041818 Ontario Inc.  2004  
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