
Built:  1912 / 1925    Current Owner:  R. Benson 
Built By: Unknown    Present Use:  Apartments 
Structure:       Frame building    Original Use:  Boarding house 
Exterior Wall:  Grey brick    Address:  342 Talbot St.  
Style:     Local Indigenous  
 
 
Architectural: 
 
Built as a boarding house, the home has undergone considerable renovation and alteration since its 
construction. Several of the renovations to the home took place in 1932, when the structure was modified 
to serve as an apartment building. At least one wall has been removed in the second story of the building 
to create a two-bedroom apartment out of a former one-bedroom apartment in 1998, while a bathroom 
was also installed at this time.  
 
The exterior of the building has had two small porches added onto the side (Fig.1), creating separate 
entrances into the apartments. The roof has also been redone with asphalt shingles, while the original 
windows remain seemingly unaltered (Fig. 2). 

Figure 2: A detailed view of the windows, which 
appear to be original.  

Figure 1: View of the porches that serve as 
entrances into the different apartments. 
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Historical: 
 
This building initially served as a boarding house for the men who worked for the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. The construction year has been estimated at both 1912 and 1925, however the latter date is 
likely more accurate.  
 
Elizabeth Burke purchased the property in 1922 and operated the boarding house until her death in 1932, 
at which point her son Gerry turned the building into a number of apartments. Urbain LeFaive, an 
engineer on the Canadian Pacific Railway ships, bought the building in 1946 and continued to operate it 
as apartments. Today the building is owned by Robert Palcynski, who still uses the building for 
apartments. 
 
 
Previous Owners:  Date:  Sources:   Location: 
 
William D. Ardagh    Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Richard Power   1876  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
John Ney   1882  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
John Eplett & Isaac Wardell 1908 
William Roberts   1910 
Elizabeth Burke   1922 
Urbain Lefaive   1946 
Bruce & Kay Dundas  1939**  
Maurice & Mary Ann   1976 
Cascagnette 
Edward Baker &   1978 
Margaret Lawrence   
Giuseppe Baggio  1981 
Robert Palcynski  1999  
R. Benson   2004 
 
** Registry date recorded improperly, should likely read 1969 
 


