
Built:  1932     Current Owner:  Erwin Schneider 
Built By: Thomas Potter    Present Use:  Dwelling 
Structure: Brick house    Original Use:  Dwelling 
Exterior Wall: Red Brick    Address:  1047 Gratrix Rd 
Style:  Neo-Dutch Colonial 
 
Architectural: 
 
The structure of this building is unique for Tay Township. The house features a gambrel roof line and 
while the façade does not have pitched eaves, the sides of the house do.  The brick exterior wall, along 
with the fieldstone foundation, are original and have been largely unaltered since construction (Fig. 2). A 
side porch has been added to the building, which now serves as the main entrance to the home. A 
second addition, the sided structure attached to the rear of the house, was constructed prior to 1985, 
likely serving as storage as it does today, or perhaps a mud room for farmers. 
 
The barn is much older than the home itself, constructed in 1900 (Fig. 3). The barn is constructed in a 
similar fashion as many other barns in Tay Township. The thirty year difference in construction dates for 
the barn and house, suggests that the barn may have acted as a residence until the home could be 
completed. The barn has a high gable roof like with an irregular slope attached to one side. At one time 
this attachment would likely have acted as the stable entrance. Also, in pervious years the top of the 
barn’s gable featured a window to allow light to filter into the barn, however this window has been 
removed over time.    
 
 

 

Figure 1: Side view of the home. 
 

 

Figure 2: Fieldstone foundation. 
 

Figure 3: Barn on the property, built in 1900
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Historical: 
 
The previous owners list for this property contains two notable figures in the history of Tay Township. 
Reverend Thomas Fuller, was not only a reverend but also a charter member of the North Simcoe 
Railway Company. Purchasing the property after Fuller is another notable figure: Richard Power. Power 
was part of the partnership that made up the Kean, Fowlie & Co lumber company that predated John 
Waldie and the Victoria Harbour Lumber Company’s arrival in the area. The Kean, Fowlie & Co were in 
operation until 1876, indicating that Power purchased the property following the sale of his mills.  
 
Little is known about the property and its owners following Richard Power’s ownership. The difference in 
construction dates for the barn and home make it questionable weather alternate make-shift homes may 
have been present on the property prior to this home’s completion, or if like many families, the barn was 
used as a residence until the home was completed.  
 
 
Previous Owners:  Date:  Sources:   Location: 
 
Hugh Crawford Borwick  1868  Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Rev Thomas Fuller  1877  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
Richard Power   1877  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
Thomas & Mary Shaw  1885    
Edward Garrity    1908 
Felix Lemieux    1926 
Thomas Potter   1929 
George & Elizabeth King 1934 
William Potter   1948 
Laura Potter   1975 
Reinhard E. Schneider  1984 
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