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Built:  1891     Current Owner:  Franz van-Putten 
Built By: Alexander Simpson    Present Use:  Dairy Farm      
Structure: Farm House    Original Use:  Dairy Farm       
Exterior wall: Brick     Address:  1207 Reeves Rd.  
Style:  Typical Farmhouse 
 
Architecture: 
 
Little is known about the early history of this home, rendering it difficult to establish a date of construction. 
Despite this however, it is clear that much of the home is original. The fieldstone and cement wall 
foundation, common to homes in the area, is still intact (Fig. 1) as is the interior of the home, with no 
partitions removed or repositioned. The home has undergone some small renovations however. In 1982 
the original windows were replaced (Fig. 2), and in 1995 a steel roof was installed, including the roof over 
a rear extension. Some repair work has been done to the original brick exterior, which was beginning to 
deteriorate. The home also features a crawlspace under the kitchen and the front room.  
 
 
 

Figure 2: The home’s windows. Figure 3: The new steel roof. 

 

Figure 1:  Fieldstone foundation. 
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Historical: 
 
The original owner of this 200 acre lot was Mr. John McLeod, who purchased the land in 1867. McLeod 
was involved in politics during is time in the area, serving as auditor for the Township of Tay in 1890.  
Shortly after McLeod sold the property to Neil McDonald in 1869, the Strathy family became the owners 
of the land.  The Strathy family held title to the land from 1875 until 1922, passing to a number of different 
family members in that time.  Though the assessment rolls could not provide enough information to 
establish a construction date for the current home on the property, evidence did indicate that a building 
could have existed on the property as early as 1908. Records also indicate that  by 1911 a building worth 
$1,000 had been constructed at this location. Evidence also suggests that since its occupation, this land 
has been used for farming, as it is still used as a dairy farm today. 
 
 
 
Previous Owners: Date:  Sources:   Location: 
 
John McLeod 1867  Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Neil McDonald 1869  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
John Strathy 1875  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
Henry Strathy 1879  Owner, Franz Van-Putten 
John A. Strathy 1881  Research conducted by Patricia Radcliff 
William Colwill 1885  
John Colwill 1925 
Robert A. Colwill 1953 
Mathus C. Lensen& 1968 
Karl Lensen 1968 
Franz Van-Putten 1997 
 


