
 
Built:  In 1886    Current Owner:  Janine H. Barker 
Built By: Joseph Bell   Present Use:  Dwelling 
Structure: Frame House   Original Use:  Dwelling 
Exterior Wall: Siding    Address:  1240 Rumney Rd  
Style:  Ontario vernacular farmhouse     
 
Architectural: 
 
The house was constructed of lumber and encased in what appears to be an asphalt siding. Like many homes in 
Tay, the building appears to have been constructed in three sections (fig. 1). The first and original portion of the 
house, followed by the second lower section extending to the north west and finally the third section (fig. 2) that 
extends in the same direction.  The exterior features such as the trim around the windows appear to be as old as 
the original portion of the house, though the windows themselves have been upgraded with storm windows (fig. 
3). 
 
 
 
 
 Figure 1: The roofline depicting the first 

addition made to the core of the house. 

 

Figure 2: A view of the front of the house, which 
depicts all three sections of the home. 

Figure 3: One of the windows of the 
home with original trim and storms 
added  
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Historical: 
 
It is reputed that Mr. Mark Vasey lived in a log cabin 
on this property close to where the house now stands 
and that the cabin was torn down by one of the more 
recent owners of the property. No information could 
be found in the title search chain to prove this belief, 
however it is a shared belief between neighbors, 
previous owners and other members of the 
community that the log cabin existed. 
 
Dating back to 1886, this house is one of the earlier 
homes built in the area as there were few settlers in 
the area until the mid 19th century. Though an exact 
date cannot be determined, it is believed that the 
additions were completed sometime in the early 
1940s. Evidence suggests that the two additions to 
the home happened in sequence. 
 
Previous Owners: Date: 
 
Joseph Bell  1862 
George Jones  1886 
Alex Ingram  1891 
George Ingram  1910 
James McDrea  1911 
Edmund McDrea 1914 
Fredrick Hazelton 1923 
Nathan Edwards 1946 

Some additional photos of the home, detailing the additions that 
have been added to the core of the home in stages. 

Garry Edwards  1974 
Janine H. Barker 
 
Sources:   Location: 
 
Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
Owner: Garry Edwards 
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