
Built:  1890     Current Owner:  Morris Griffith 
Built By: Mr. Warden?    Present Use:  Dwelling 
Structure: Brick House    Original Use:  Dwelling 
Exterior Wall: Brick     Address:  1369 Gervais Rd. 
Style:  Hints of Gothic and Unionville     
 
 
Architectural: 
 
This building is similar to other buildings in the area, specifically the original O.S.P.C.A building on 
Highway 12, which suggests a the homes were built by the same individual. There is an insignia (Fig. 1) 
of a cross just under the northwest gable of the house which is probably a trademark of a specific builder 
in the area. Another unusual feature of the home are the wooden planks placed between the mortar 
underneath the second storey windows (Fig.2). It is believed that the planks may have been left over from 
a deck that was once there, however this cannot be confirmed. Little work has been done to the exterior 
of the building, except for routine maintenance as required, keeping the exterior as original as possible 
(Fig. 3). The interior of the home however has undergone some renovation to modernize the structure. 
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Figure 1 Close-up of cross Figure 2 Observe wooden plank under 
windows 

Figure 3 An old washing machine kept 
as a memory of the past. 

 

             
             

             
             
             
             
             
             
             



             
              
Historical: 
 
Artifacts from pre-contact indigenous peoples have been found on this property, making the property one 
of special importance in Tay Township. As with many other properties in the surrounding area, rural 
farmers often found pieces of pottery and other artifacts as they ploughed their fields. These artifacts 
would have been the possessions of the Wendat people who occupied this territory long before the arrival 
of the first Jesuit missionaries.  
 
The house itself contains a brick inscribed with the year 1890, however it is unclear who left the 
inscription and if this date represents the actual date of construction.  Despite the uncertainty regarding 
the inscription, this house is consistent with others constructed around 1890 and it is likely the house was 
built around this time.  
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Previous Owners: Date: 
 
William Smith  1866 
Robert Warden  1868 
Arthur G. Loney  1911 
Ernest G. Loney 1919 
Charles E. Foy  1946 
William P. Buraie 1948 
George Shaw  1952 
Verne Wood  1969      - Some additional pictures of  
Grahm Wiltshire  1978        
Morris Griffith  1988       

A view of some of the home’s decorative 
detailing including decorative brick work 
around the exterior of the home.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources:     Location: 
 
Land registry Office in Barrie  Barrie 
Simcoe County Archives  Midhurst 
Tay Township Office   Victoria Harbour 
Owners: Mr. Griffith 
 
 


