
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Built:  1867-68   Current Owner:  United Church of Canada 
Built By: Mr. Thomas Chapman  Present Use:  Church 
Structure: Frame Church   Original Use:  Church 
Exterior Wall: Siding    Address:  17039 County Rd. 27 
Style:  Local Indigenous      
 
Architectural: 
 
Construction began on the building in 1867 and was completed in 1868. J.B. Irwin was the 
contractor for the expansion of the church in 1883, which enlarged the building to its present size. 
Little change has been made to the design of the interior since construction; however the interior 
was redecorated on September 10, 1944. In October 1954 the original windows were replaced with 
more modern windows in the same openings. The building attached to the southeast side of the 
church (Fig. 1) was built in 1956 and dedicated on October 21st of that year. The tower at the front 
of the church, which replaced the original porch, was erected in the summer of 1961 and was 
dedicated on June 11th of that year (Fig. 2). The first large scale renovation to the building was 
made in 1971, when an examination of the building indicated the original log sleepers where in poor 
condition and in need of repair. 
 

Figure 1: Photo of addition added in 1956. Figure 2: Photo of the tower that replaced the porch in 1961. 
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Historical: 
 
The history of the congregation can be traced back as early as 1859 when services were held in a 
small log cabin near to the present location of the church.  Waverley, or French’s Corners as it was 
known then, was part of an early Methodist church circuit centering in Penetanguishene and 
reaching as far as Orr Lake and Hobart.  The church offered Methodist services to about 27 
members and 16 families in 1886 comprising the highest attendance on record.  In June 1925, the 
congregation became part of the United Church in Canada and remains as such today.  There has 
been continuous ministry at this church since 1868 and services continue today. 
 
 
Previous Owners:   Date:  Sources:   Location: 
  
Thomas French   1874  Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Reginald Drinkill  1946  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
Sarah Archer   1953  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
Cemetery Board of Church 1963   
Trustees of Church  1968 


