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Built:  1885     Current Owner:  Thomas Leonard 
Built By: John Dalton    Present Use:  Dwelling  
Structure: Frame house    Original Use:  Dwelling 
Exterior Wall: Brick/Board & batten   Address:  1806 Reeves Rd. 
Style:     Local Indigenous  
   
Architectural: 
 
The exterior of the home, originally brick, was covered over with board and batten in the late 1990s, 
though it appears the current owner is in the process of restoring the original exterior (Fig. 1). Inlaid in the 
brick, the house features a decorative pattern around the middle of the building, as well as decorative 
eared windows (Fig. 1). From the exterior, the building appears to have been largely unchanged since its 
construction. A small, enclosed porch has been added to the front of the home (Fig. 2), as well a small 
room to the rear of the building may be an addition, or the remains of a summer kitchen that has since 
been renovated. The window trim on the façade is original, as is the bracketed roof trim (Fig. 3), although 
some of the windows have been replaced, or had storms added. The roof has been resigned, but 
maintains the original roofline. 
 

 

Figure 1: The original brick under the board and batten added in the 
late 1990s. 

 

Figure 2: The small porch added to the front 
of the building. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Figure 3: The original bracketed roof trim. Historical:  
 
Assessment records estimate this home was 
built in 1900, though it was likely built a few 
years earlier, when John Dalton purchased the 
property in 1881. Prominent owners of this 
home include both the Daltons and the 
Rumneys, two of the first families to settle in this 
area.  John Dalton and his family immigrated to 
Canada in 1880, convincing his friend Matthew 
Rumney and his family to do the same a year 
later. The two families purchased land next to 
each other and remained close friends in their 
new homes. John Rumney, Matthew’s son, 
purchased this farm from John Dalton in 1912, 
which remained in the Rumney family until 
1992. 

 
 
 
Previous Owners:  Date:  Sources:   Location: 
 
Crown      Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Mary Peterson   1830  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
Mary & Griffin Davies  1863  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
Arthur Robinson  1878 
Janet McCaig   1881 
John Dalton   1881 
John Rumney   1912 
Fredrick Rumney  1944 
James & Sandra Therrien 1992 
Linda Weeks   2001 
Thomas Leonard  2003 
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