
Built:  1879     Current Owner:  Jeff Bumstead 
Built By: William Crooke    Present Use:  Dwelling      
Structure: Wood frame    Original Use:  Farmhouse 
Exterior Wall: Decorative concrete Block  Address:  2170 Newton St. 
 
Architectural: 
 
The original farmhouse was built in 1879 and consisted of only the front section of the building only (Fig. 
1), with the rear additions being added onto the house in 1910 (Fig. 2). Parts of the home remain original, 
like the front stairwell and the trim around the doors and windows, however some changes have been 
made since construction. Partitions in the home have been altered to open up a living room at the front of 
the house, as well as to modify the dimensions of the existing second storey bedrooms. The ground floor 
windows have been replaced, while the second storey windows have all had storm windows added to 
them. The original home was build with three layers of lumber, the outer layer serving as the exterior of 
the home until the decorative three-inch block was added (Figs. 3&4). 
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Figure 1: The original portion of the 
house. 

Figure 2: Additions made to the rear of 
the home. 

Figure 3: View of the decorative block 
exterior. 

Historical: 
 
One of the more notable owners of this property is Mr. William Crooke, who came to Canada from Ireland 
in approximately 1850. Although his motivation is unclear, the widespread famine in Ireland in the 1800s 
may have been Crooke’s reason for coming to Canada. The Crooke family living in Clarke Township until 
1874, when William purchased the north-east quarter of lot ten on Concession six in Tay Township. In the 
years that followed, William purchased the rest of the two-hundred acre lot in pieces and constructed the 
core of the existing home. The decorative block that was installed in 1910 is the reported craftsmanship of 
Mr. Chris Burns. Burns was living in Victoria Harbour at the time and was an acquaintance of Edward 
Crooke, a relative of William Crooke.  



Figure 4:  View of the decorative block installed in 1910. Figure 5: View of the open porch attached to the home. 

     
 
Previous Owners: Date:  Sources:   Location: 
 
Sheriff of Simcoe County 1831  Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Jonathan Lane 1859  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
Samuel Brock 1869  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
William Campbell 1878  Owner: Mr. Gordon Gillespie 
William Crooke 1879 
Ira & Mary Rumney 1922 
Gordon M. Gillespie 1946 
Jeff Bumstead 2003 
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