
 
 
Built:    1926     Current Owner:  William Hicks 
Built By:  School Board    Present Use:  Dwelling 
Structure:  Brick School House   Original Use:  School House 
Exterior Wall:  Concrete Brick    Address:  3706 Vasey Rd 
Style:   Typical One Room Schoolhouse  
 
 
Architectural: 
 
The present owners have held title to the property since 1998 and have tired to maintain the intergrity of 
the building, while converting the schoolhouse into a residential home. Though it is now a residence, the 
original doors (Fig. 3), windows and wainscoting, chalkboards and bell are all still in their original 
locations.  The original male and female washrooms are still in place, however the female washroom has 
been modernized and the male washroom has been converted into a closet. The bricks, foundation and 
door frames are poured concrete, the bricks having been made on site. The steel shingles on the roof are 
original and laid as tar shingles would have been. The home has a full basement which held septic beds 
for the washrooms as the building had no running water while it operated as a school. The well on the 
property is still being used by the owners today, and the original hand pump is still in place. 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: Steel shingles on roof - original 
 

Figure 3: Original wood doors 
 

Figure 1: Original bell and steeple 
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Historical: Figure 4: Well with hand pump  

  
The School Board of Simcoe County built the school house S. S. 
No 14 Tay in 1926. The school was a one room school house 
which operated until the mid 1960’s.  Once the school was closed, 
students were transferred to Waubaushene. The girls entered in the 
left entrance and the boys entered in the right entrance. The 
property the school lies on was known as Tater’s Hill by the locals 
as the surrounding fields were potato fields. The well on site was 
used by all farmers nearby for their steam threshing season. 
 
Previous Owners:  Date: 
 
Peter Hawley   1827 
William Garbutt   1840 
Hannah Bush   1867 
Margaret Sommerville  1875  Sources:   Location: 
Arthur Boswell   1882 
William Coulson   1885  Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Toronto Trust Co.  1905  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
William Gratrix   1908  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
Public School Board of Tay 1926 
Clifford Brown   1966 
Edith Brown   1989 
William & Joan Hicks  1998 
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