
 
Built:  1882    Current Owner:  Keith & Cathy Hancock 
Built By: John Alexander Swan  Present Use:  Dwelling 
Structure: Brick House   Original Use:  Dwelling 
Exterior: Red Brick   Address:  4320 Vasey Rd 
Style:  Gothic 
 
Architectural: 
 
Built in 1882 and owned by the Swan family, this home has undergone considerable renovations since its 
construction. The house has been entirely re-bricked, but in such a way as to replicate the original 
appearance of the building. To maintain the look of the house, the eaves have also been replaced, but 
match their original predecessors (Fig. 1). The roof, which was originally shingled, has been replaced with 
steel, while the original fieldstone foundation remains intact (Fig. 2).  The hints of gothic architecture are 
carried throughout the exterior of the home, especially in the rounded windows upstairs and the 
decorative trim on the eaves (Fig. 1). Like the exterior, the interior of the home has changed since 
construction. The original wood staircase and hardwood floors remain in the home; however the front and 
side mud rooms have been removed. 
 
The barn located on the property, like the house, has seen some changes since it was built. The core 
structure of the barn has been completely rebuilt for maintenance purposes (Fig. 3&4), while original 
fieldstone foundation remains intact. Like the exterior of the house, the barn reflects the gothic style with 
its decorative eaves on the roofline (Fig. 5). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: New eaves and trim that 
match the original.  

Figure 3: New structure of the barn with the 
original fieldstone foundation.  

Figure 2: The original fieldstone 
foundation. 
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Figure 4: Side view of the barn, where 
the previous structure was built. 

 

Figure 6: The house as it stood prior to 
renovations. 

Figure 5: The original barn with the various 
livestock kept on the farm. 

 
Historical: 
 
The Swan family are part of a substantial number of Irish families who immigrated to Canada in the 
1880s. John Alexander Swan came from Ireland in 1864, settling first in Flos Township. In 1869, Swan 
purchased this 100 acre homestead on Vasey Line and moved into Tay Township with his two sons in 
1870. It was at this time that Swan sent for the rest of his family to come to Canada, as the family now 
had enough land to settle. The home that the Hancock’s presently own today is believed to have been 
built in 1882, the date marked on bricks discovered when the exterior of the home was redone. The Swan 
home was a large establishment with many workers and a large amount of livestock. The Swans were a 
Christian family, as indicated by the fish symbols in the diamond peaks of the barn. Descendants of the 
Swan family still live in the area, with property in Vasey and Midland. 
 
 
 
Previous Owners:  Date:  Sources:   Location: 
 
Henry Thompson  1868  Land Registry Office  Barrie 
John A. Swan  1869  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
Oswald Swan  1920  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
Willis L. Reynolds  1961 
Robert C. Beauchamp  1967 
Keith Hancock  1979 
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