
Figure 1: Drawing of the home from a 
walking tour pamphlet. 

 

Figure 2: Photo taken in the summer in 
approximately 1910-1920. 

Figure 3: Photo taken in the winter in 
approximately 1910-1920. 

Built:    1911    Present Owner:  Robert Hart 
Built By:   Edward Byron Brown  Current Use:  Dwelling 
Structure:   Wood Frame   Original Use:   Dwelling   
Exterior Wall:  Vinyl Siding over   Address:   151 George St.   
   Wood Clapboards 
Style:    Vernacular 
 
Architectural: 
 
The original home was built almost exclusively of pine from the Victoria Harbour Lumber Company including 
framing, floors, lath, shingles and siding.  It sits on a 2 foot thick granite foundation walls.  The original structure is 
all intact; the only addition is a summer kitchen on the rear of the home which was likely added shortly after 
construction.  The home was heated with coal and wood stoves and had three impressive chimneys.  The entire 
house remained in original condition until 1988 when it changed hands out of the Brown family where it had been 
for almost eighty years.  In 1991, the home was given a thorough upgrading.  Lost in the renovation were the 
plaster walls, chimneys, pine floors, windows and scallop shingles in the gable.  However, many of the original 
details still remain such as the wrap around veranda, the picture window with stained glass, the kitchen tin ceiling, 
many doors and staircase with their original finish and a working hand pump. The initials “B.B.” of the builder, 
Edward “Byron” Brown can be found carved into the siding at the rear corner of the home. 
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Historical: 
 
Edward Byron Brown and his wife, Mary Jane, were married in 1899 and moved to the Tay Township from 
Florence, Ontario in 1901. Mr. Brown, who went by “Byron”, was an engineer on the “Reginald” for the Lumber 
Company and was also a customs officer at Port McNicoll. He accepted a position as Victoria Harbour’s first Clerk 
when the village was incorporated in 1911.  During his first year as clerk, his wife Mary performed his duties while 
he built their impressive family home.  Mr. Brown was very involved in the community of Victoria Harbour; he was 
the magistrate for many years, served on many boards and committees and organized a Masonic Temple. The 
family suffered a tragic loss when their 10-year-old son, Byron and a friend both drowned while attempting to walk 
on the log booms in Hogg’s Bay on June 23 1905.   Brown’s daughter, Florence Belcher was to follow in her 
father’s civic-minded footsteps and became Victoria Harbour’s first female reeve in 1955.  Mr. Brown remained 
the Village Clerk until his death in 1939.  His wife remained in the home until her death in 1964 at which point their 
daughter Mabel took over the house until her death in 1986. 
 
 
Previous Owners:  Date:  Sources:   Location: 
 
John Dilingo    1908  Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Edward Byron Brown   1909  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
Mary Brown    1939  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
Mabel Brown    1964 
Michael Madaire   1988 
Maurice and Cindy Roi   1991 
Aaron and Melanie Coulter  2002 
Robert and Brenda Hart   2004 
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