
Built:  1888-90    Current Owner:  Terence & Janet Taylor 
Built By: Victoria Harbor Lumber Co. (Est.) Present Use:  Dwelling  
Structure: Frame house    Original Use:  Dwelling 
Exterior Wall: Blue clapboard    Address:  223 William St. 
Style:     Local Indigenous   
 
Architectural: 
 
Like many other Victoria Harbour Lumber Company-constructed buildings, a precise construction date is 
difficult to determine for this building. An old flour sack found by the current owner suggests that the 
building was constructed prior to 1895, which agrees with the estimated construction date of 1888-1890. 
Taking the age of the building into consideration, this home remains in excellent shape and remains 
relatively well-preserved. 
 
The current clapboard exterior covers a previous insulbrick exterior, and is meant to replicate the original 
exterior which would have been pine milled locally. Structurally, the building remains much the same as it 
did when it was built. The interior has seen some change, as a wall has been removed to enlarge a room, 
and the floor was redone in 1992, though the original staircase remains intact. A previous owner has 
erected a front porch (Fig. 1 & 2) along the front of the building, while a sundeck was replaced in 1987 
and a larger deck was constructed off the rear of the building (Fig. 4) Along the original foundation of the 
house the current owner has constructed a fieldstone fence, the motivation behind this, be it for cosmetic 
or maintenance reasons, is unclear (Fig. 3). The roof, likely made from cedar shakes originally, has been 
replaced with a modern tin roof. Finally, the windows have been recently replaced, but retain their original 
shape and size to preserve the original look of the building.  

Figure 2: The front porch constructed similar materials as the rest of the 
building. 

Figure 1: The wooden trim on the front 
porch windows. 
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Historical:  
  

Figure 4: The deck and repaired sundeck 
attached to the building. 

Figure 3: The fieldstone fence erected 
around the original foundation. 

Land Registry records list the Victoria Harbour Lumber Company 
as the owner of this property from 1886 until 1919. The current 
owner however has found a flour sack, as well as other objects, 
which suggest the building was constructed prior to 1895, This 
particular building however differs from the ‘salt box’ style common 
to Victoria Harbour Lumber Co. company houses (as seen on 
William Street) and the foreman and supervisors homes (as seen 
along Jephson Street). For these reasons it is unclear if the 
Victoria Harbour Lumber Company built the home, and who the 
home would have been constructed for. 
 
As the current owner has discovered, this building was home to a 
shoemaker at one time. Since purchasing the home, the current 
owner has discovered several small pairs of shoes in the house. 
 
 
Previous Owners:  Date: 
 
Crown 
John Strathy  1866 
Henry Fraser  1868 
Richard Power  1870 
Victoria Harbor Lumber Co.  1886 
Ann Burns  1919  
Andrew Moore  1919 
Emma Morrison  1946 
Dorothy Blight  1947 
Theresa Arbour  1985 (January) 
Terence & Janet Taylor  1985 (July) 
 
 
 
 
Sources:   Location: 
 
Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
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