
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
Built: +/-1888 Current Owner:  Colin Bidmead 
Built By: Dr. Porter Present Use:  Apartment Bldg. 
Structure: Wood Frame House Original Use:  Single family dwelling 
 Dressed granite foundation Address:  49 Elm Street 
Exterior Wall: Stucco (not original)  
Style: Indigenous/Queen Anne    
 
Architectural: 
 
Records at the Land Registry Office were inconclusive regarding this property, making it impossible to guarantee a 
construction date. Despite a jump in the property value between 1886 and 1890, it does not appear the building 
was constructed at this time. Newspapers dated 1889 and 1910 with “Porter” written on them were found in the 
walls of the building during construction, indicating a likely construction date of 1889-1910. 
 
The original exterior of the home was clad in white Manitoba wood siding before it was painted green and later 
covered over with stucco. Some of the windows have been replaced while others have had storm windows added 
(Fig. 1). The front and side porches have been rebuilt since the building’s original construction (Fig. 2) and altered 
for a fire escape from the second floor. The belfry was added to ventilate the attic space, and the deck attached to 
the building is currently undergoing some repairs. 
 

Figure 1:  West  side showing detail of gable.  Figure 2 : South side. 
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Historical: 
 
Dr. Frank Porter arrived in Waubaushene in 1900 at the age of 41 having completed his studies just two years prior 
at Trinity College in Toronto. Purchasing Dr. Hanly’s practice (who was retiring and moving to Midland), Dr. 
Porter’s home frequently became a community refuge and hospital, able to hold ten patients in the library and 
dining room. Working with Dr. Ardagh of Orillia, Dr. Porter held summer medical clinics to perform tonsillectomies 
to help keep medical costs down for families with children.  
 
Dr. Porter eventually became the president of the Simcoe County Medical Association and was, in his earlier 
years, president of the Midland General and Marine Hospital. Dr. Porter was also a Mason and Oddfellow, served 
as a trustee and the secretary treasurer for the school board and was active on the Waubaushene curing and 
hockey teams. Dr. Porter served as Medical Officer of Health for Tay Township from 1918 until 1931 when his wife 
Sarah died. The well-known resident suffered a stroke shortly after his wife’s death and died in 1934. 
 
The residence was then passed to Elna Porter before the Gouett family purchased the land in 1944. Upon 
Margaret Gouett’s possession of the home, the property was converted into a hotel to take advantage of 
Waubaushene’s popularity.  The building remained a hotel for between five and ten years before the village 
became less popular with hunters and vacationers, when it was sold to Mr. William McGuire. The McGuire family 
then converted the building back into a home and eventually became a series of apartments as it is today. 
 
 
Previous Owner Date:  Sources:   Location: 
    
John Caldwell 1834  Land Registry Office  Barrie 
John Bell 1853  Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
William Hall 1870  Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
A.G.P. Dodge 1871 
Georgian Bay Lumber Co. 1873   
Frank Porter 1917 
Elna Porter 1932 
Margaret Gouett 1944 
Albert Gouett 1945 
Frances Armstrong 1946 
William McGuire 1953 
Mary Staebler 1968 
Steve Bokfi 1973 
Craig McKee 1982 
Jacquelin Robertson 1984 
Doug Knoulton 1986 
Colin Bidmead 1989 
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