
Built:  Late 1880’s    Current Owner:  Edward Orton 
Built By: Port Severn Lumber Mill   Present Use:  Dwelling 
Structure: Wood Frame House   Original Use:  Company House 
Exterior Wall: Board & Batten Siding   Address:  90 Coldwater Road 
Style:  Lumber Company House 
 
 
Architectural: 
 
Though no major structural changes have occurred to the home since its original construction, there have been 
a few internal renovations to the home.  There is a porch added to the side of the home after it’s construction, 
which most likely came after 1896 when the home was moved from the Port Severn mill after it was burned.  The 
exterior wall is vertical wood siding (Fig.1), which covers an insulbrick layer.  The interior wall had little insulation, 
which has been insulated over time.  In 1997, the floors throughout the home were replaced where needed, 
except the kitchen floor, which was replaced in 2001.  There is a foundation of a building, which used to exist in 
the back of the home, flanking what is now abandoned railway lands (Fig.2).  To the southwest of the home 
there is another structure which still remains.  It is now used as a garage but was once a blacksmith’s shop.  The 
barn-like roof still has the steel roof that used to be on the house as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: The exterior used to be covered in insulbrick, but it 
has since been covered in board & batten siding. 
Figure 2: A picture of the foundation that remains in the back of
the home. 
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Historical: 
 
The assessment roll search did not produce a date of construction. This may be due in part to the relocation of 
this home from the Port Severn after the mill fire in 1896 to this location. In 1932 the Miller family purchased the 
home from Samuel Black, who had purchased it from the lumber company. Milt Miller was a blacksmith and his 
shop still stands today, though it is used as a garage today (Fig. 3). Despite the shop’s modern use, Milt’s 
original stove and chimney are still in place. 
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Previous Owners:  Date: Figure 3: A view of the old blacksmith’s shop.  Notice the chimney 
stack which is part of the original oven still remaining in the shop.  

John M. Caldwell  1834 
John Bell &   1853 
Catherine Frazer  1853 
William Hall   1870 
Anson G. P. Dodge  1870 
Georgian Bay Lumber Co. 1872 
Sam Black   1923 
Joseph Miller   1932 
Ross H. Miller   1949 
Annetta F. Miller  1986 
Garnet Tucker   1988 
Dianne Herder   1993 
John Butchart (c/o Ted Orton) 1996 
William & 
Elizabeth Taylor (Rented) 1999 
Edward Orton   2005 
 
 
 
Sources:   Location: 
Land Registry Office  Barrie 
Simcoe County Archives Midhurst 
Tay Township Office  Victoria Harbour 
Renters William & Elizabeth Taylor 
 
 
 


